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The Commands of Our Lord

“Be His Disciple”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. These letters are part of this ministry and do not represent any particular congregation of believers.
Acts 11:26 “and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And it came about that for an entire year they met with the church, and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.”

There is no option to becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ if one wants to be a Christian because, as stated above, the Bible defines a Christian as His disciple.  There was a teaching going around that one could have Jesus as your savior now and later you could become a disciple.  Some people called that theology the “cafeteria” model as if one could go along the line of offerings and choose savior but not disciple.  But the Bible is very clear that such is not possible.  One is either a disciple of Jesus Christ or, if one is not willing to be a disciple, the person is not a Christian.  Becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ is not something that one begins without considerable thought.  Jesus discussed some of the ramifications of becoming a disciple as quoted below. 
Luke 14:26 “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.

Luke 14:27 Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.”

These verses clearly establish that a disciple of Jesus Christ must die to himself and have his service to Jesus the foremost charge in his life.  Of course Jesus did not mean for us to violate the firth commandment concerning our parents, but He tells us that our love for Him must be of such a dedication that our love for our parents and ourselves pales in comparison.  Taking up our cross means to die to self and we must do that daily for our Adam nature will constantly want us to raise our selfish desires above those of Jesus.  

So exactly what is a disciple?  The Merriam-Webster dictionary lists the synonym as “follower” and the first definition as “one who accepts and assists in spreading the doctrines of another”.  So we see that a person could be a disciple of anyone.  There were many people at the time of Jesus who were disciples of Moses:
John 9:28 “And they reviled him, and said, "You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.”
There are people today who are disciples of Mohammed and of Buddha and of many other leaders.  But being a disciple of Jesus is very different from being a disciple of one of the other religious leaders.  Christianity is unique among the religions of the world.  A person does not decide on his own initiative that he is going to study the teachings of Christianity and decide on his own to be a follower of Jesus.  Christianity is not a philosophy of the world.  One does not just learn the rules and then play the game. A person becomes a Christian by a sovereign work of God causing the person to be born spiritually so that he then can believe that Jesus is Who the Bible teaches and he can then trust and obey Him and be His disciple.  One could be self-deceived into thinking that he was a disciple of Jesus when he actually had not been born again and had not made the commitment as required by Jesus:
John 6:66 “As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew, and were not walking with Him anymore.”

In the verse above, as Jesus made clear some of His requirements some people who had previously said that they were His disciples decided that the cost was too high and they left Him.  A person who has really been born again will persist in his relationship to Jesus to the end of his life and will even be willing to give up his life rather than deny that he is a disciple of Jesus.  All the Apostles except John where martyred for their belief in Jesus and many Christians since then have also lost their lives for being His true disciples.  The act of denying Jesus is very serious and with eternal consequences:

Matt 10:33 “But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.”

The person who is born again will readily seek how to continually serve the Lord Jesus Christ and will never turn away.  There are organizations that claim to teach you how to “make disciples” but unless the person is born again our efforts will be in vain.  One such web site begins by saying “Many become Christians and many walk away” and they then claim how they can teach pastors to keep the person in church.  A person who is really born again will, of the desire implanted in him by the Holy Spirit, eagerly search how to be a better disciple.  Although, no person discipled me after I was born again, I sought out ways to learn more of Him and what He desired of me on my own initiative.  I made mistakes and went on false trails a few times but the Holy Spirit always brought me back to a straight path toward the true teachings of my Lord.  A born-again person will never leave Jesus.  Such a true disciple will also be active in making other disciples as did His first disciples:
Acts 14:21 “And after they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,”
Now you may want to go back and read LT0715 and LT 0730, which taught on making disciples and apply these teachings to yourself and to other Christians with whom the Lord brings into your care.  Discipleship is not the beginning of becoming a Christian but a necessary follow-through of the born-again process initiated by God.  Praise the Lord for His work in your life and in the lives of your fellow brothers and sisters in Him.  
























